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Letter from the Chair

Dear Classics Graduates,

The handbook that follows offers a comprehensive explanation of the rules and regulations,
policies and procedures, and advice and counsel around which your graduate education
will be structured. You are encouraged to read it carefully, to follow its guidelines, and to
inquire of the Director of Graduate Studies (DGS) or your advisor if questions remain.

Please know that much of what you will learn and many of the amazing experiences we
hope you will have at Yale are not catalogued here. Think of these rules as guideposts
within which to structure a life that should be much richer than a handbook could outline.
The activities you will engage in, the intellectual relationships you will forge, and the
friendships you will form should be as important to your graduate education as the many
official milestones you will cross on your path to the degree.

Yale Classics has a long history of educating well-rounded and fully engaged scholars. The
breadth of our faculty and the breadth of our offerings, in Classics and related disciplines,
has long been exemplary in the field of ancient studies. Excellence in language and litera-
ture, philosophy and history, archaeology and comparativism make Yale a special place to
study. We encourage you to capitalize on this breadth in order to cultivate the broadest
possible set of skills and talents, even while honing expertise in your field of focus.

The opportunities for growth are fostered by Yale’s robust institutional offerings, includ-
ing Beinecke and MacMillan Fellowships, internships at the Yale University Art Gallery or
its Numismatics Gallery, the Archaia Program with its workshop series and study tours,
the excavations managed by our faculty, the Poorvu Center for Teaching and Learning, the
Digital Humanities Lab, the Medieval and Early Modern Studies Programs, and so many
other amazing resources. Watch for opportunities for —as well as the chance to participate
in—important lectures, seminars, and public events, which are abundant.

Above all, attend to your personal growth. The life of the mind is our collective passion,
but it is only one of the many beautiful things in the world: knitting, sports, theater, music,
pets, the outdoors, volunteering, travel, cooking, even binge-watching. Take time for the

things that make you happy so you can grow not just as a thinker but also as a person.

(cont.)
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Graduate education can be demanding, even taxing, but it can also be one of the most en-
joyable periods in your life. That is something we wish for all of you!

Yours always,

Noel Lenski
Chair, Department of Classics
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Research Culture of the Department

As a member of the Department of Classics at Yale, you are part of an engaged academic
community that meets regularly at seminars, conferences, and other formal and informal
gatherings. Attending research events is an essential and enriching part of academic life. As
a graduate student, you are expected to participate actively in the Department’s annual col-
loquium series and other workshops and special lectures (a good rule of thumb is to aim to
attend one event per week). This is a good way to learn about new research in all fields of
Classics, enter into intellectual dialogue with researchers from outside Yale, and discuss
ideas with faculty and other graduate students. You should participate in other research
events (such as conferences and lectures) organized by the Department and by other units
on campus. One cross-departmental initiative of particular relevance for classicists is Ar-
chaia, a multi-disciplinary forum for the investigation of pre-modern cultures worldwide.

Major Department events are announced on the Events page of the Department website.
There is also a Google calendar; this internal departmental calendar lists events such as
lectures and workshops, departmental exams, and important deadlines for graduate stu-
dents. Information about other Yale events can be found in the Yale Calendar of Events, by
consulting the websites of other departments, and by signing up for various email notifi-
cations of events. Yale provides a dynamic and thriving intellectual environment and at-
tracts leading international scholars and authors to give talks in all disciplines. Attending
lectures sponsored by other departments will help you to stay informed about broader re-
search trends in the humanities and social sciences and may also inform your own research.

Yale’s library resources, from Sterling Memorial Library to the Beinecke Rare Book & Man-
uscript Library, are outstanding. Closer to home, the Department has one of the best spe-
cialist Classics libraries in the nation on the fifth floor of Phelps. Our librarian in Classics,
Colin McCaffrey, can help you identify resources for research and is well-informed about
trends and current initiatives in digital humanities research. Mr. McCaffrey will be able to
advise you as you put together up-to-date research bibliographies for course essays, your
dissertation prospectus, and the dissertation itself. We encourage you to consult him reg-
ularly.
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Admissions

General information on Yale graduate admissions—as well as Classics-specific infor-
mation —can be found on the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences website.

Please note that, as of May 2020, the Department of Classics no longer requires Graduate
Record Examinations (GRE) for admission to our programs.

If you are applying to a combined program, the earlier application date is binding.

General Outline of the Programs

The Department offers six programs leading to a Ph.D. The program descriptions in this
section provide a general guide to Yale’s varied approaches to the Ph.D. in Classics. For
combined programs, students apply either through Classics or the other participating de-
partment; the specific requirements of the degree vary depending on which track is pri-
mary, as outlined in greater detail later.

Degree Types

The Department of Classics offers several Ph.D. tracks. However, it does not admit stu-
dents for a terminal master’s degree, nor does it award an M.A. en route to the Ph.D. (n.b.
that some combined programs may still offer an M.A.; refer to their program requirements
for details). Students who leave the program before completing their Ph.D. may petition
for a terminal master’s degree after completing eight courses, ordinarily with a High Pass
average in two successive terms.

Classical Philology

Classical Philology is the Department’s core program. It is offered by the Department of
Classics on its own and provides the basic framework for study of all aspects of the ancient
Greco-Roman world.

Classical Art and Archaeology

The Classical Art and Archaeology Program is offered by Classics and is designed to pro-
vide students with a general knowledge of and experience with the art and architecture of
the Greco-Roman world from the Bronze Age to Late Antiquity. The program offers op-
portunities for work at the Yale University Art Gallery and for fieldwork over the summer
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(at Gabii, near Rome, for example). Classics faculty active in the program include Alexan-
der Ekserdjian, Milette Gaifman, Andrew Johnston, and Jessica Lamont.

Classics and Comparative Literature

Offered by Comparative Literature and Classics, this program provides an opportunity to
study classical literature in conjunction with the study of other literatures and cultures,
drawing on a wider range of theoretical and interdisciplinary methods. Classics faculty ac-
tive in the program include Egbert Bakker, Kirk Freudenburg, Christina Kraus, Benedek
Kruchio, Pauline LeVen, and Erika Valdivieso.

Classics and Early Modern Studies

An interdisciplinary program combining Classics with Early Modern Studies. This com-
bined program enables doctoral students in Classics to study the relationship between Clas-
sics and the historical period from 1350 to 1800 CE in a global perspective. Students with
relevant research interests apply to join the program during their first year of Ph.D. study.
Contact the Early Modern Studies DGS for information about applying. Applicants should
expect to supply a statement of purpose, a writing sample, a list of course work taken at
Yale, and a statement of any relevant prior academic work, research, or employment; they
must also have the support of the DGS in Classics. Christina Kraus is the Classics repre-
sentative on the executive committee of Early Modern Studies.

Classics and History

The combined degree program in Classics and History, with a concentration in Ancient
History, is offered through the Departments of Classics and History for students wishing
to pursue study in the history of the ancient Mediterranean and western Eurasia. Prospec-
tive graduate students apply to the combined degree program through either the Depart-
ment of Classics or the Department of History. Classics faculty active in the program in-
clude Andrew Johnston, Jessica Lamont, Noel Lenski, and Joseph Manning.

Classics and Philosophy

The Classics and Philosophy Program is offered by the Departments of Classics and Phi-
losophy for students wishing to pursue graduate study in ancient philosophy. Students
may apply to enter the program through either Classics or Philosophy. Applicants for the
Classics track must also satisfy the general requirements for admission to the Classics grad-
uate program. Faculty active in the program include Tim Clarke, Verity Harte, and Brad
Inwood.
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Other Programs

For information about the Ph.D. specialization in the Classical Near East, please contact
Professor Kevin van Bladel in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations
(NELC).

Applying to Transfer Between Programs in Classics

From time to time, following admission to the Department of Classics in the Philology
track, qualified students apply to transfer into one of the combined programs, normally
during the first term of residence, or from a combined program into one of the parent de-
partments (e.g., Classics and History into Classical Philology, Comparative Literature and
Classics into solely Comparative Literature, etc.). Students considering a transfer request
should consult the directors of graduate studies in both departments (e.g., if considering
an application to transfer from Classical Philology to Classics and Comparative Literature,
a student should consult the DGSs in both Classics and Comparative Literature). Note that
requests for transfer must satisfy the criteria for regular admission to the combined (or
single) program in question. Students should seek the support of a potential Ph.D. advisor
who is involved in the program into which they want to transfer and must be able to present
a clear rationale for the transfer.

In rare circumstances, a student may propose an ad hoc combined program before having
advanced to candidacy (such as, for instance, an ad hoc combined program in Classics and
Religious Studies); the procedure is outlined here.
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Programs and Policies

The information in this section is largely taken from the Graduate School of Arts and Sci-
ences Programs and Policies (P&P) section of the Yale Bulletin. The binding degree re-
quirements for your program can be found in the P&P for the year of your first enrollment.

Standard Timeline

All programs in Classics comprise three stages:

e The course work stage, including language surveys —where relevant—and seminars
(concentrated in the first two years, with the option of doing courses in the fifth
semester);

e The qualifying examination stage (the third year);
e The dissertation stage (the fourth, fifth, and sixth years).

Most requirements are similar across all the programs, though there are many differences
in terms of detailed requirements, deadlines, etc. Students in combined programs are ad-
vised to consult the DGS in each department and their faculty advisors in order to be sure
that relevant requirements and deadlines are observed.

Standard Elements

The following are standard elements across most programs, using Classical Philology as
the primary model (see also Appendix 1).

e At the beginning of the first and third terms: practice translation tests in Greek and
Latin on texts assigned from the reading lists; these are meant to help students pre-
pare for the qualifying translation exams to be taken before the beginning of the
tifth term.

e In the first term: a proseminar offering an introduction to Classics and its various
subdisciplines.

e In the first two years: at least 12 term courses. Most programs require one or more
of the two-term general surveys in Greek or Latin literature, which are taken during
the first two years.
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e In the first two years: general oral examinations on Greek and Latin literature based
on the survey courses and the reading lists for the various programs (Appendix 2).
These are usually taken directly after each survey course at the end of the first and
second years in the program.

e In the first two years: examinations to demonstrate competence in two modern lan-
guages. These must be passed by the end of the first and second years (an exception
is Early Modern Studies). Most programs require German and either French or Ital-
ian.

o At the beginning of the fifth term: translation examinations in Greek and Latin (all
programs except Art and Archaeology). The exams are based on different reading
lists for the various programs (given below in Appendix 2).

e In the third year: oral and/or written examinations on several special fields of study.
Formats vary across the programs.

e By the end of the sixth term: a dissertation prospectus.

e By the end of the twelfth term: a dissertation.

Classical Philology

Requirements for Admission

The Department of Classics pays close attention to preparedness for advanced work in both
Greek and Latin. The general expectation is that applicants will have completed a minimum
of three years (four preferred) of college training in one of the classical languages and two
years (three preferred) in the other. We understand that students follow a number of dif-
ferent pathways which may entail fewer overall years of study of the classical languages
(e.g., completion of intensive Greek and Latin summer school courses and post-baccalau-
reate courses), but we expect students to have advanced reading competence in both lan-
guages at the point of admission.

Program Requirements

1. Practice translation exams in Greek and Latin on texts assigned from the Classical
Philology Ph.D. reading lists; these are taken before the beginning of the first and
third terms and are meant to help students prepare for the qualifying translation
exams to be taken before the beginning of the fifth term in the program.
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2. A proseminar offering an introduction to the discipline of classics and its various
subdisciplines (not for credit).

3. Departmental reading examinations in French (or Italian) and German, or approved
Yale courses or examinations that demonstrate reading proficiency in these lan-
guages (e.g., by achieving a grade of A in French/German/Italian for Reading
Knowledge or by passing proficiency exams administered by Yale’s modern lan-
guage departments). The department will also accept certain certificates of profi-
ciency in French, German, or Italian in lieu of these exams, as listed in the Classics
Graduate Handbook. One modern language exam is to be passed by the end of the
tirst year in residence and the second by the end of the second year in residence.

4. A minimum of twelve term courses to include:

i. Two yearlong survey courses in the history of Greek and Latin literature
(four courses in total);

ii. Atleast four seminars, of which two have to be literary seminars in one lan-
guage and one in the other;

iii. One course in ancient history (either an 8000-level seminar or a 6000-level
materials course) and one in classical art and archaeology (these may not
substitute for the options in [iv]);

iv. One course from a selection of philologically oriented options, e.g., Greek
and/or Latin language (currently GREK 5995 and LATN 5995), palacog-
raphy, papyrology, epigraphy, historical linguistics (these may not substi-
tute for the ancient history or art and archaeology requirements);

v. One further course at the 6000, 7000, or 8000 level.

5. Oral examinations in Greek and Latin literature, based on the syllabus covered by
the survey courses, drawn from the classical philology Ph.D. reading lists. These are
to be taken closely following the surveys in the respective literatures, as follows: the
first, at the end of the second term (May of the first year), the second at the end of
the fourth term (May of the second year).

6. Translation examinations in Greek and Latin, based on the classical philology Ph.D.
reading lists, by the beginning of the fifth term in residence.

7. Special fields oral examinations will occur at the beginning of the sixth term and
consist of four areas of special concentration selected by the candidate in consulta-
tion with the DGS. One of the special fields should be related to the student’s chosen
dissertation topic; the three other fields are in each of the two ancient languages/cul-
tures; one historical topic, or a topic with historical potential, is advised. For the
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topic related to the anticipated dissertation area, students must prepare a 3000-
word essay in advance of the oral examination.

8. A dissertation prospectus by the end of the sixth term in residence.

9. A dissertation. Once dissertation writing has begun, students will present work in
progress from the dissertation at least once per academic year. Research presenta-
tions will normally take the form of pre-circulation of a selection of work from the
dissertation and a discussion of it with interested faculty or some other research
presentation experience approved by the DGS. This is a requirement for remaining
in good standing; exemptions from the requirement require support of the disser-
tation adviser and the approval of the graduate committee.

Classical Art and Archaeology

Overview

Classical Art at Yale stands out in its integrative approach to the study of the art and mate-
rial culture of the ancient Mediterranean and beyond. The Program in Classical Art and
Archaeology encourages students to consider images and words as equally valid sources for
uncovering ancient experiences of the world and thereby prepares them to answer emerg-
ing questions in new and exciting ways. Students are encouraged to pursue creative re-
search that is object-oriented and contextually informed, concerned with the actual matter
from which something is made and the ways that it would have been understood in the
past. The program requirements are designed to support this work.

Requirements for Admission

A strong background in ancient Greek and Roman art, archaeology, and material culture,
and some college courses in History of Art in addition to those in classical antiquity. Ad-
vanced reading competence in Greek or Latin is desirable, as is the ability to read both
languages for research purposes.

Program Requirements

1. Practice translation tests in Greek and/or Latin, depending on which languages are
required for the student’s program, on texts taken from the classical art and archae-
ology reading lists; these are taken before the beginning of the first and third terms
and are meant to assess the student’s proficiency and progress in the languages.
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2. A proseminar offering an introduction to the discipline of classics and its various
subdisciplines (not for credit).

3. Departmental reading examinations in Italian (or French) and German, or approved
Yale courses or examinations that demonstrate reading proficiency in these lan-
guages (e.g., by achieving a grade of A in French/German/Italian for Reading
Knowledge or by passing proficiency exams administered by Yale’s modern lan-
guage departments). The department will also accept certain certificates of profi-
ciency in French, German, or Italian in lieu of these exams, as listed in the Classics
Graduate Handbook. One modern language exam is to be passed by the end of the
tirst year in residence and the second by the end of the second year in residence.

4. A minimum of twelve term courses:

i. A minimum of six courses in Greek and/or Roman art and archaeology or
methods (at least four must be seminars);

ii. Atleast one course in a related field in the history of art (e.g., Medieval or
Renaissance);

iii. At least one course in Greek or Roman history, epigraphy, palaecography,
numismatics, or papyrology;

iv. Of the remaining four courses, at least two should be seminars in Greek or
Latin literature.

5. Translation examinations in Greek and/or Latin, based on the classical art and ar-
chaeology Ph.D. reading lists, by the beginning of the fifth term in residence. Stu-
dents who elect to read one of the lists in translation must demonstrate competence
in that language, usually by passing at least one 5000-level course in that language.

6. Written and oral examinations in classical art and archaeology and the texts on the
reading list read in translation, normally by the beginning of the sixth term, nor-
mally to be taken over the course of a week:

1. A written examination comprising
a. Identifications of works of art and architecture and
b. Essays taken under exam conditions;

ii. An oral exam in four special interest topics of Greek and Roman art and ar-
chitecture with specific topics agreed upon in advance by the candidate, ad-
visor, and the DGS in Classics. Consideration is normally given to the prob-
able dissertation topic and the way in which preparation for the orals might
enhance the writing of the dissertation prospectus.

7. A dissertation prospectus, normally by the end of the sixth term in residence.
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8. A dissertation. Once dissertation writing has begun, students will present work in
progress from the dissertation at least once per academic year. Research presenta-
tions will normally take the form of pre-circulation of a selection of work from the
dissertation and a discussion of it with interested faculty or some other research
presentation experience approved by the DGS. This is a requirement for remaining
in good standing; exemptions from the requirement require support of the disser-
tation adviser and the approval of the graduate committee.

Classics and Comparative Literature

Program Distinctions

This section outlines the requirements for the Degree in Classics and Comparative Litera-
ture; students who intend to complete the degree in Comparative Literature and Classics
(that is, when Comparative Literature is the primary department) should see this section
of the GSAS Programs and Policies for degree requirements.

Requirements for Admission

Prerequisites for admission through the Department of Classics are the same as for Classi-
cal Philology (see above). For admission requirements in the Department of Comparative
Literature, consult the DGS of that department.

Program Requirements

1. Practice translation tests in Greek and Latin on texts assigned from the classics and
philology Ph.D. reading lists; these are taken before the beginning of the first and
third terms and are meant to help students prepare for the qualifying translation
exams to be taken before the beginning of the fifth term in the program.

2. A proseminar offering an introduction to the discipline of classics and its various
subdisciplines (not for credit).

3. A minimum of twelve term courses:

i. At least six in classics, which include two yearlong surveys (four courses) in
the history of Greek and Latin literature and two 8000-level seminars;

ii. At least six courses in comparative literature; of these at least four courses
should be on postclassical literature, and one may be the comparative litera-
ture proseminar. The course work across the two programs should include
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at least two courses on literary theory or methodology and at least one
course each in poetry, narrative fiction, and drama.

4. Literary proficiency in German and in one other modern language, to be demon-
strated by the end of the second year in residence.

5. Oral examinations in Greek and Latin literature, based on the syllabus covered by
the survey courses, drawn from the Classical Philology Ph.D. reading lists. These
are to be taken closely following the surveys in the respective literatures, as follows:
the first, at the end of the second term (May of the first year), the second at the end
of the fourth term (May of the second year).

6. Translation examinations in Greek and Latin, based on the classical philology Ph.D.
reading lists, by the beginning of the fifth term in residence.

7. An oral examination in the Department of Comparative Literature on six topics ap-
propriate to both disciplines, selected in consultation with the two directors of grad-
uate studies, balancing a range of kinds of topics and including poetry, narrative
fiction, and drama and at least one significant cluster of postclassical texts, before or
at the start of the sixth term (no later than mid-January). One of the topics studied
will be related to the student’s dissertation topic.

8. A dissertation prospectus, by the end of the sixth term in residence. The prospectus
must be approved by the DGS in each department and by the Comparative Litera-
ture prospectus committee. At least one dissertation committee member must come
from the Comparative Literature core faculty.

9. A dissertation. Once dissertation writing has begun, students will present work in
progress from the dissertation at least once per academic year. Research presenta-
tions will normally take the form of pre-circulation of a selection of work from the
dissertation and a discussion of it with interested faculty or some other research
presentation experience approved by the DGS. This is a requirement for remaining
in good standing; exemptions from the requirement require support of the disser-
tation adviser and the approval of the graduate committee.

Classics and Early Modern Studies

Requirements for Admission

Admission requirements are the same as for classical philology. Students are admitted to
the Department of Classics first and then apply during the second term of their first year
to participate in the Combined Program in Classics and Early Modern Studies.
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Program Requirements

1. Practice translation tests in Greek and Latin on texts assigned from the classical phi-
lology Ph.D. reading lists; these are taken before the beginning of the first and third
terms and are meant to help students prepare for the qualifying translation exams
to be taken before the beginning of the fifth term in the program;

2. A proseminar offering an introduction to the discipline of classics and its various
subdisciplines, to be taken in the first year in residence (not for credit);

3. Departmental reading examinations in French (or Italian) and German, or approved
Yale courses or examinations that demonstrate reading proficiency in these lan-
guages (e.g., by achieving a grade of A in French/German/Italian for Reading
Knowledge or by passing proficiency exams administered by Yale’s modern lan-
guage departments). The department will also accept certain certificates of profi-
ciency in French, German, or Italian in lieu of these exams, as listed in the Classics
Graduate Handbook. The first (in either language) is to be passed by the end of the
tirst year; the other may be passed at any time before submission of the dissertation;
students are, however, encouraged to complete this requirement as early in the pro-
gram as possible.

4. A minimum of twelve term courses, with the following stipulations:

i. Two yearlong survey courses in the history of Greek and Latin literature
(four courses in total);

ii. Four courses prescribed by Early Modern Studies, including EMST 7000,
which counts for a single course;

ili. Four other graduate courses in CLSS. In addition, EMST 8000 (Early
Modern Colloquium) must be taken in the second and third terms in the
program and EMST 9000 (the prospectus workshop) in the fourth term in
the program. Neither of these two courses (EMST 8000 and EMST 9000)
count towards the minimum course requirement;

iv. One course from a selection of philologically oriented options, e.g., Greek
and/or Latin language (currently GREK 5995 and LATN 5995), palacog-
raphy, papyrology, epigraphy, historical linguistics;

v. One further course at the 6000, 7000, or 8000 level.

5. Oral examinations in Greek and Latin literature, based on the syllabus covered by
the survey courses, drawn from the classical philology Ph.D. reading list. These are
to be taken closely following the surveys in the respective literatures, as follows: the
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tirst, at the end of the second term (May of the first year), the second at the end of
the fourth term (May of the second year);

6. Translation examinations in Greek and Latin, based on the classical philology Ph.D.
reading list, by the beginning of the fifth term in residence;

7. Four special field exams to be taken in the fall of the third year (fifth term in resi-
dence); two of these must be at least partly in a classical field and two must be at
least partly in an early modern field.

8. A dissertation prospectus by the end of the sixth term in residence. The procedures
for approval of the prospectus are as for the philology program, but at least one
member of the EMST faculty, as approved by the DGS in Early Modern Studies,
must be on the prospectus approval committee (which is a committee of the whole
faculty in Classics); the prospective thesis committee, the DGS, and the EMST fac-
ulty member must approve of the prospectus.

9. A dissertation. Once dissertation writing has begun, students will present work in
progress from the dissertation at least once per academic year. Research presenta-
tions will normally take the form of pre-circulation of a selection of work from the
dissertation and a discussion of it with interested faculty or some other research
presentation experience approved by the DGS. This is a requirement for remaining
in good standing; exemptions from it require the support of the dissertation adviser
and the approval of the graduate committee.

Classics and History

Overview

The combined degree program in classics and history, with a concentration in ancient his-
tory, is offered by the Departments of Classics and History for students wishing to pursue
graduate study in the history of the ancient Mediterranean and western Eurasia. Students
are admitted with a primary home in either History or Classics.

The combined degree in classics and history offers students a comprehensive education in
the fundamental skills and most current methodologies in the study of the ancient Greek
and Roman Mediterranean and its interaction with Eurasian and African cultures and land-
scapes. Its object is to train leaders in research and teaching by preparing them to handle
the basic materials of ancient history through mastery of traditional linguistic and technical
skills. At the same time, the combined degree in classics and history encourages students
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to rediscover, reshape, and repurpose traditional and nontraditional source materials using
the most up-to-date and sophisticated tools at the historian’s disposal.

Students are called on to complete course work in two ancient languages, historical theory,
intra- and interdisciplinary skills, and fundamental research seminars. Interdisciplinary ex-
pertise is fostered through the annual seminar coordinated through the Yale Program for
the Study of Ancient and Premodern Cultures and Societies (Archaia) and through re-
quired study in ancillary fields. Exams are rigorous and aimed at helping students hone
skills and explore new terrain in ancient studies. Students are encouraged to take advantage
of Yale’s superior collections and library resources in order to explore new avenues in their
learning and approaches to historical problems. Yale’s outstanding faculty in classics, his-
tory, and related disciplines, such as Near Eastern languages and cultures, religious studies,
art history, and anthropology, work together to ensure broad and deep learning that will
enable our students to become world leaders in the field.

Requirements for Admission

Prerequisites for admission through the Department of Classics are the same as for admis-
sion to the Classics Philology track (see above). Prerequisites for admission through the
Department of History are the equivalent of three years (four preferred) of college training
in one of the classical languages and two years in another ancient language, not necessarily
Greek or Latin.

Program Requirements

1. Practice translation tests in Greek and/or Latin, depending on which languages are
required for the student's program, based on texts assigned from the appropriate
classics and history Ph.D. reading lists; these are taken before the beginning of the
tirst and third terms and are meant to help students prepare for the qualifying trans-
lation exams to be taken before the beginning of the fifth term in the program.

2. A proseminar offering an introduction to the discipline of classics and its various
subdisciplines, to be taken in the first year in residence (not for credit).

3. Departmental reading examinations in German, and in either French or Italian, or
approved Yale courses or examinations that demonstrate reading proficiency in
these languages (e.g., by achieving a grade of A in German/French/Italian for Read-
ing Knowledge or by passing proficiency exams administered by Yale’s modern lan-
guage departments). The department will also accept certain certificates of profi-
ciency in French, German, or Italian in lieu of these exams, as listed in the Classics
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Graduate Handbook. One modern language exam is to be passed by the end of the
first year in residence and the second by the end of the second year in residence.

4. A minimum of twelve term courses, including:
i. The historical methods and theory course HIST 5000, Approaching His-
tory;
ii. The Archaia core seminar (CLSS 7000 or equivalent);

iii. Two graduate-level courses in two separate ancient languages. For students
who are admitted in Classics, these must be Greek and Latin. Students who
are admitted through History must study either Greek or Latin, and they
may study both but may also choose another ancient language to fulfill this
requirement. The surveys of Greek and Latin literature offered by Classics
are encouraged but not mandatory for fulfillment of this requirement;

iv. Two skills courses. These may include topics selected from epigraphy (epig-
raphy courses may be used to fulfill the language requirement concur-
rently); archaeology; art history; papyrology; numismatics; digital data,
GIS, digital humanities, vel sim.; an advanced course in a non-classical an-
cient language (no more than one such course may be used in fulfillment of
this requirement). Students are also encouraged to take advantage of educa-
tional opportunities outside of Yale (American Numismatic Society Sum-
mer Seminar; an archaeological excavation, e.g., the Gabii project);

v. Four courses (at least two of which must be research seminars) in the his-
tory of the ancient Mediterranean world; historical courses that have a
heavy skill component may be used concurrently to fulfill the skills require-
ment;

vi. Two courses outside of ancient Mediterranean history, to be taken in pro-
grams outside of the Department of Classics; these are meant to introduce
students to different historical periods, regions, and methodologies. Possi-
bilities include (but are not limited to): social sciences (economics, anthro-
pology, sociology, environmental science, statistics); religion (religious
studies, Divinity School, Jewish studies); Near Eastern languages and civili-
zations (Egyptian language, Hebrew, Aramaic, Syriac, Arabic); anthropol-
ogy and archaeology; physical and biological sciences (paleoclimatology,
ecology and forestry, genetics, medicine).

5. Translation examinations in two ancient languages. For students admitted through
Classics, these must be Greek and Latin. For students admitted through History, at
least one must be either Greek or Latin. Greek and Latin examinations will be based
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on the Classics and History Ph.D. reading lists and will consist of a choice of eight
passages in each language. For each language, students will be required to translate
four of the eight passages, to include one verse passage, one documentary text (epig-
raphy/papyrology), and two passages of prose from literary sources. Some History
students may find that expertise in another language—such as Hebrew, Ara-
maic/Syriac, Demotic, Coptic, Classical Armenian, a Persic language, or Sanskrit—
is most beneficial for their research and teaching trajectory. Reading lists for these
nonclassical languages will be devised by the student in collaboration with the fac-
ulty adviser and other relevant member(s) of the Yale faculty and fixed in writing
no later than the end of the fourth term in residence. Examinations in these lan-
guages will also consist of a choice of eight passages, of which students must trans-
late four, to be set and evaluated by faculty expert in the given language. Translation
exams in all languages must be taken at the beginning of the fifth term in residence.

6. A general examination in ancient history during the third year and no later than the
end of the sixth term in residence. This is to be broken into one major and two or
three minor fields. For the major field, students must prepare an 8,000-word essay
in advance of the oral examination. For each of the minor fields, students must pre-
pare a syllabus for an undergraduate class.

7. A dissertation prospectus by the end of the sixth term in residence.

8. A dissertation. By the end of their ninth term, students are required to submit a
chapter of their dissertation, which will be discussed with the student by the com-
mittee in a chapter conference. Students in the combined program follow these His-
tory guidelines: No less than one month before students plan to submit their dis-
sertations, a relatively polished full draft of the dissertation should be discussed with
the student by the dissertation committee, in a dissertation defense of one to two
hours, to give the student additional advice and counsel on completing the disserta-
tion or on turning it into a book, as appropriate. Students are required to submit the
draft to their committee in sufficient time for the committee to be able to read it
(approximately one month). This defense is designed to give students advice on the
overall arguments and the final shape of the dissertation or book, and to leave time
for adjustments coming out of the discussion.

Classics and Philosophy

Program Distinctions

The Classics and Philosophy Program is a combined Ph.D. program, offered by the depart-
ments of Philosophy and of Classics at Yale, for students wishing to pursue graduate study
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in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy. The Program is overseen by an interdepartmental
Committee consisting of: Professors Timothy Clarke, Verity Harte, and Brad Inwood, as
well as the Director of Graduate Studies for Classics and the Director of Graduate Studies
for Philosophy. Suitably qualified students may apply for entry to the program either
through the Philosophy Department for the Philosophy Track or through the Classics De-
partment for the Classics Track. Applicants who are uncertain as to which of the two tracks
best suits their qualifications and interests are advised to seek further advice from Profes-
sors Clarke, Harte, or Inwood.

This section outlines the requirements for the Degree in Classics and Philosophy; students
who intend to complete the degree in Philosophy and Classics (that is, when Philosophy is
the primary department) should see this section of the Department of Philosophy’s website
for degree requirements.

Of note, students on the Philosophy track of the combined program in Classics and Phi-
losophy will have an oral defense of their dissertation. The results of that defense will be
reported to the Department of Classics; they will be taken into consideration along with
the readers’ reports when voting on the approval of the dissertation.

Requirements for Admission

Applicants for the Philosophy Track of the combined program must satisfy the general re-
quirements for admission to the Philosophy graduate program in addition to the require-
ments of the Philosophy Track of the combined program. Applicants for the Classics Track
of the combined program must satisfy the general requirements for admission to the Clas-
sics graduate program in addition to the requirements of the Classics Track of the com-
bined program. Applicants to the combined program are strongly encouraged to submit a
writing sample on a topic in ancient philosophy. Applicants interested in the combined
program should indicate this at the time of application; admission to the program cannot
normally be considered after an offer of admission is made.

Program Requirements

Please note that the following requirements reflect what will be published in the Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences Programs and Policies (P&P) for the 2026-2027 academic year. Students
looking for the 2025-2026 requirements should refer to the currently published P&P.
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1. Practice translation exams in Greek and Latin on texts assigned from the Classics
and Philosophy Ph.D. Program reading list for the Classics track; these are taken
before the beginning of the first and third terms and are meant to help students
prepare for the qualifying translation exams to be taken before the beginning of the
tifth term in the program.

2. A proseminar offering an introduction to the discipline of classics and its various
subdisciplines (not for credit).

3. Departmental reading examinations in French (or Italian) and German, or approved
Yale courses or examinations that demonstrate reading proficiency in these lan-
guages (e.g., by achieving a grade of A in “French/German/Italian for Reading
Knowledge,” or by passing proficiency exams administered by Yale’s modern lan-
guage departments). The department will also accept certain certificates of profi-
ciency in French, German, or Italian in lieu of these exams, as listed in the Classics
Graduate Handbook. One modern language exam is to be passed by the end of the
tirst year in residence and the second by the end of the second year in residence.

4. Fourteen courses are required, of which:

i. Four must be in ancient philosophy, including at least two involving substan-
tive work in original languages;

ii. Five must be in Classics, of which at least one must include original work in
Greek and at least one must include original work in Latin. Students should
take at least two semesters’ worth of the history of Greek and Latin literature
year-long survey courses and at least two further courses among GREK
5000, LATN 5000, CLSS 5000, and CLSS 7000 courses;

iti. Four must be in Philosophy, including two courses from two of the three dif-
ferent distribution areas in Philosophy (not including courses in ancient phi-
losophy). Itis recommended that students take the First Year Seminar in Phi-
losophy and take a Logic or Formal Methods class appropriate to their inter-
ests and training. Distribution areas can be found here under “Coursework”;

iv. One additional course in Classics or Philosophy;

v. Itis expected that candidates will audit at least one course per year involving
reading of a Greek or Latin philosophical text in the original language, irre-
spective of courses taken.

5. Translation examinations in Greek and Latin, based on the Classics and Philosophy
Ph.D. reading lists for the Classics Track of the program, by the beginning of the
tifth term in residence.
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6. Oral examinations in Greek and Latin literature, based on the Classics and Philoso-
phy Ph.D. reading lists for the Classics Track of the program, by the end of the fifth
term in residence and consisting of one hour-long oral examination on non-philo-
sophical Greek and Latin works from the list (which may be taken in two parts, one
half-hour exam on Greek and one half-hour exam on Latin) and one hour-long oral
examination on philosophical Greek and Latin works from the list, to be completed
by the end of the fifth term in residence. Students may choose to take the non-phil-
osophical Greek and/or Latin half-hour component of their oral examination in con-
junction with taking the history of Greek or Latin literature, along with the Classical
Philology cohort, in May of the year in which the corresponding history is taken.

7. One of the two qualifying papers required for the Ph.D. in philosophy by the end of
the sixth term in residence; this paper should be on a philosophical topic other than
ancient philosophy.

8. Oral examinations/special fields in two areas of concentration selected by the candi-
date in consultation with the DGS in Classics and the program committee, one of
which must be in ancient philosophy and which will in addition include a written
component, while the other must cover a classical topic other than ancient philoso-
phy, by the end of the sixth term in residence.

9. A dissertation prospectus, by the end of the seventh term in residence.

10. A dissertation. For students on the Classics Track: once dissertation writing has be-
gun, students will present work in progress from the dissertation at least once per
academic year. Research presentations will normally take the form of pre-circulation
of a selection of work from the dissertation and a discussion of it with interested
faculty or some other research presentation experience approved by the DGS. This
is a requirement for remaining in good standing; exemptions from the requirement
require support of the dissertation adviser and the approval of the graduate commit-
tee.
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Mentoring and Advising
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Introduction

The Department endorses Yale’s efforts to strengthen the ties between student and faculty
mentors. The entire faculty is ready to advise and assist at any stage of the Yale program
and beyond.

Early-Years Mentorship

First-year students will be paired by the DGS with a faculty member who will act as an
informal mentor, providing advice and guidance as needed while students navigate the be-
ginning of the program. Though the DGS will remain the advisor of record for students in
their course work years and will be primarily responsible for advising on course choices
and meeting other requirements, the faculty mentor will be available to provide support
while students settle into their program and to advise on academic matters, such as course
selection, academic etiquette, or presenting at conferences. The mentor will reach out at
the start of the student’s time in the program; beyond this, it is up to students to follow up
to arrange meetings. Students are encouraged to meet with their mentor at least once a
term, but beyond that there is no obligation for the student to seek advice from their men-
tor, especially as they forge connections with other faculty members. That said, many stu-
dents will find that this mentorship relationship persists beyond the first year. Mentors are
available to discuss academic work, institutional matters, broader questions about aca-
demia, as well as topics such as general well-being and work-life balance, which are vital
for thriving in graduate school.

Students are encouraged to build links beyond their assigned mentor, especially with fac-
ulty members working in fields which interest them. To this end, at the start of each aca-
demic year, the Graduate Student Advisory Committee (GSAC) —in collaboration with the
DGS —will arrange an event to formally welcome first-year students to the Department and
to allow them to learn more about the research interests of faculty and fellow students and
begin to build productive relationships with others who share their interests. This will not
replace other meetings, such as any formal orientation events that take place for, e.g., the
Classics Library, or the initial advising meeting with the DGS.

First- and second-year students in the programs in Classics and History, Classics and Phi-
losophy, and Classical Art and Archaeology should also meet with the designated advisor
for these programs at least once per semester to confirm that they are meeting their pro-
gram’s specific requirements in a timely and efficient fashion. For the programs in Classics
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and Comparative Literature and Classics and Early Modern Studies, the specific program
advising is done by the respective DGSs.

Choosing a Dissertation Advisor

Factors to Consider

In the different doctoral programs in Classics, students have one or two principal advisors
and the further support of a dissertation committee (sometimes referred to as an advisory
committee). By the time a student has begun preparing their prospectus, but preferably
earlier, they should have a dissertation committee in place. Committee size is between three
and five; it is chaired by a principal advisor or two co-advisors who should be members of
one or more of the departments that host the program in which the student is enrolled. For
the program in Classics and Comparative Literature, at least one dissertation committee
member must belong to the Core Faculty in Comparative Literature. In consultation with
their advisor(s), students sometimes ask faculty from other universities with relevant ex-
pertise to serve on their dissertation committee. Yale requires that the nominal principal
dissertation advisor be a current member of Yale’s faculty and hold an appointment in the
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.

Criteria to consider when choosing a dissertation advisor / advisors include:

o A faculty member’s expertise and active areas of publication. This is paramount: you
will benefit most from an advisor with requisite expertise and a potential advisor
may, understandably, decline to supervise a topic which would be too much of a
reach for their expertise and interests.

e Mutual research interests (related to the first point).

e Rapport and trust: your principal advisor(s) will support you through your disser-
tation research, will serve as an advocate and letter-writer, offer you guidance on the
job market, and —if you pursue an academic career —will provide valuable guidance
and mentorship in the early stages of your academic career. It is important that you
tind it easy to approach your advisor and to talk to them.

e Faculty who are more advanced in their careers will have had more experience in
advising dissertations, but the number of past dissertations advised should not out-
weigh the benefits of working with an advisor who is at an earlier stage of their
career and who has more recent experience with writing a dissertation and navi-
gating the job market. Again, relevant expertise and mutual research interests
should be the paramount criteria, irrespective of career stage.
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e If you have taken a seminar with a faculty member and have been inspired by their
teaching and found their feedback on your work formative, this is often a good place
to start (with the proviso about relevant expertise).

e How hands-on is a potential advisor? Do you need a lot of help with your academic
writing? Do you prefer a more formal or informal advisory relationship (i.e., do you
need an advisor who will help you stick to writing deadlines)?

Actions to Take

e Talk to existing and former advisees to get a sense of their experience with a poten-
tial advisor.

e Setup a meeting to talk to the advisor(s) with whom you are interested in working.
Be open about what you are looking for and — crucially —ask for advice and input in
shaping your dissertation topic. Use this meeting to ask potential advisor(s) about
their advising style and what they expect from their doctoral students.

e Set up a meeting with the DGS(s) to ask their advice.

e If you hope to work with two co-advisors, arrange a three-way meeting so that you
can discuss how the advising relationship will work.

e Be open about career plans and ambitions so that your advisor can give appropriate
mentoring from the outset.

Changing a Principal Dissertation Advisor
If Your Principal Dissertation Advisor Leaves Yale or Retires

In situations where the principal dissertation advisor leaves Yale, it is normally understood
that they will have a continuing academic responsibility to the doctoral students whom
they are advising and that they will continue to advise and mentor existing students,
providing that the advising relationship is going well from the perspective of both the stu-
dent and the advisor. The Department will assign a new principal dissertation advisor who
is a current member of Yale’s faculty and holds an appointment in the Graduate School of
Arts and Sciences in order to ensure that the student has an engaged advocate in the De-
partment to convene dissertation committee meetings, etc. This is required by Yale’s Grad-
uate School. Under normal circumstances, the departing advisor is expected to continue to
play an active role in the intellectual advising of the dissertation, attending chapter collo-
quia, mentoring, writing letters of recommendation, supporting professional development,
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etc. In all cases, before the adviser leaves Yale, there should be a conversation with their
student(s) to arrange continuing contact.

When a member of faculty retires, they have no obligation to continue serving as disserta-
tion advisors or committee members. It is conventional for faculty who are anticipating
retirement to gradually wind down advising obligations in advance.

Problems with the Advising Relationship

Occasionally a student may feel that they are not receiving adequate academic advising and
mentoring or that the fit with their advisor is poor. When this happens, students should
contact the DGS (or the Chair if the DGS is the advisor in question) for help in trying to
improve the advising relationship or to identify a suitable new advisor. In rare cases, the
faculty member may request a change in the advising relationship if there are irreconcilable
differences. In these cases, a similar procedure should be followed.

Remediation Policy

In most cases, conflicts and disagreements between students and their advisors, mentors,
or seminar instructors within the Department can and should be resolved amicably by the
parties involved. If, for any reason, an issue cannot be readily resolved between the student
and faculty member themselves (whether the faculty member is their primary advisor or
not), the student should in the first instance approach the DGS, unless the issue is with the
DGS, in which case they should refer the matter to the Department Chair. The DGS/Chair
will then take prompt action to resolve the issue with the student and the faculty member
in question. If the student feels that the issue cannot be resolved within the Department,
or if the conflict cannot be resolved by the DGS/Chair, they should contact the Associate
Dean for Graduate Academic Support.

Responsibilities

Advising Responsibilities of the DGS

e Meeting with individual graduate students in the Department during the first two
weeks of each semester to discuss progress on program requirements, course selec-
tions, dissertation research, and plans for the upcoming semester. At this advising
meeting, students not yet admitted to candidacy will be given a written summary
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statement indicating their progress through the various requirements of their pro-
gram.

e Scheduling additional meetings (upon a student’s request).

e Soliciting feedback from students’ instructors and sharing relevant feedback with
students.

e Soliciting feedback about students’ teaching and sharing relevant feedback with stu-
dents.

e Advising on job market and career paths, including participation in conferences and
professional meetings, job application strategies, and job interview preparedness.

Responsibilities of Dissertation Advisors

e Meeting with students on a mutually agreed-upon regular basis (no less than twice
per semester) and reading materials ahead of the meeting.

e Promptly responding to student’s emails.

e Providing timely and appropriate written and oral feedback on written work and
oral presentations.

e Providing guidance on and involvement with medium-term career planning.

e Providing clear guidance in goal setting, time management, and practical advice on
balancing teaching and writing.

e Reading job application materials and providing constructive feedback. Students
should give their advisor plenty of notice (a minimum of two weeks) in order to get
judicious feedback.

e Keeping students apprised of potential conflicts and periods when the advisor will
not be able to respond to email, read work, etc. (e.g., dates of travel, outside com-
mitments and obligations).

e Assistance in professional networking.

Responsibilities of Dissertation Committee Members

e Meeting with students at least once a year, at the end of the spring semester, to
discuss progress and plans for the job market. This meeting is typically coordinated
by the student in consultation with the advisor.
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e Reading and providing oral and written feedback on materials shared ahead of chap-
ter colloquia and on dissertation chapters as they are produced.

Responsibilities of Students

e During the course work years, students should keep track of the course requirements
and fulfill them by the relevant deadlines. The DGS will advise on suitable plans of
action to meet course work and other requirements. Further details on course re-
quirements for each program and track can be found in relevant “Detailed Outline”
above.

e Students should submit work by relevant deadlines. In the dissertation years, they
should practice timely communication and submission of work to advisors; share
material with their advisors well in advance of meetings; give plenty of notice when
letters of recommendation are needed and share work with recommenders.

o At the beginning of candidacy, students should discuss research expectations with
their advisor. At the same time, it is appropriate to discuss issues such as career goals
and make clear any limitations to their schedule (e.g., religious observances or fam-
ily obligations).

o Itis the responsibility of both students and faculty to respond to emails in a timely
fashion. If either party does not respond, it is reasonable for the other to follow up
with reminders. Students should take the initiative if crucial information is not be-
ing received and necessary meetings are being missed.

e Students should endeavor as far as possible to attend departmental talks and events
on a regular basis and to be active participants in the Department’s intellectual com-
munity. They do not have to go to all events, but it is important to learn to balance
work, teaching, and participation in the life of the Department.

e Students have a responsibility to take advantage of the professional development
support on offer (in the different programs/departments to which they belong, and
from University entities such as the Poorvu Center).

In addition to making sure they satisfy their formal responsibilities, students will benefit
from being self-motivated and organized, planning deadlines appropriately, practicing ef-
fective time management, an